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Claire Edwardes OAM is one of Australia's leading musicians, recognised internationally for her artistry, leadership and advocacy for Australian and new music. A four-time recipient of the APRA Art Music Luminary Award and awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 2022 for Services to Music, she has built an influential career as a percussion soloist, chamber musician, educator, and Artistic Director and CEO of Ensemble Offspring.
Grounded in classical music from an early age, Claire has dedicated her career to championing the music of our time. Passionate about bringing contemporary music to audiences of all ages and backgrounds, she has performed concertos with every Australian symphony orchestra and several leading European orchestras, premiering works by composers including Kate Moore, Anne Cawrse, Natalie Williams, Elena Kats-Chernin and Iain Grandage.
Collaboration is central to Claire's practice. More than 50 works have been written for her as a soloist, while Ensemble Offspring has commissioned over 350 new works, making a significant contribution to Australia's contemporary music repertoire.
A graduate of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, where she completed a Bachelor of Music (First Class Honours), Claire spent seven years in the Netherlands establishing an international career while completing a Master of Music and winning the Tromp Percussion Competition, Llangollen International Instrumentalist and Concertgebouw Vriendenkrans Prize.
Under Claire's leadership, Ensemble Offspring has become one of Australia's foremost commissioners and exponents of new music, receiving the 2019 Sidney Myer Performing Arts Awards. She is also a passionate advocate for gender equity and First Nations artists, recognised with the 2023 Australian Women in Music Creative Leadership Award, and continues to mentor emerging musicians as a member of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music percussion faculty.

